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MINUTES 


Eighty-Sixth Annual Session 


——OF THE— 


UNION BAPTIST 


ASSOCIATION 


HELD WITH 


Unity Baptist Church, 


JEFFERSON COUNTY, MISS., 


September 20, 21, 22, 1906. 


OFFICERS : 


J. H. Purser, Moderator Perks, Miss. 
Jno. THompson, Clerk Allen, Miss. 


Time and Place of Next Meeting: 
Pleasant Hill Chureh, Copiah County, Mississippi, Sixteen Miles East of Martin, 
Thursday Before the Fourth Lord's Day in September, 1907, at 9:30 A. M. 


Tue Wesson Enterprise Print. 
1907. 
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PROCEEDINGS : 
ee 
FIRST DAY— Morning session. 


Unity Baptist Church. 
Thursday, September 20. 1906. 

The Union Baptist Association convened this day in its 

y-sixth annual session. with the Unity Baptist Church, Jef- 

County, Mjss.. and at 10:40 a. m. was called to order by 

mer Moderator, Rev.$.R. Young. The Association joined 

in singing “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing.” after which 

Bro T. E. Foster read the first Psalm which was followed by 
several prayers and songs. 

The hour for the introductory sermon having arrived. 

he same was preached by the appointee, Rev. S. R. Young: 

Text. | Cor. 13:13. Subject, “Abiding Gifts of the Children of 


- On motion the Association adjourned for refreshment 
|:50 p. m. with prayer by Rev. T. J. Bailey. 


FIRST DAY— Afternoon Session. 


4. The Association reassembled at 1:30 and was led in 
Prayer by J. H. Purser. 

©. The Moderator appointed as reading clerks Brethren G. 
D Parker and J. H. Purser. 

6. The Moderator then called for Associational letters; the 


Sees, haadeteneiiameie 
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following churches responded and the names of Messengers en- 
rolled as follows: 


Antioch—W. C. Bufkin. 

Bethesda— M. S. Nevels, W. V. O'Neal. 

Beach Grove—R. E. Jordan, A. L. Harlan. T. L. McClure. 
Charles Jones. 

Hermanville—T. C. Foster. 

Martin—S. R. Young. F. E. Herring. 

New Providence—Jno. Thompson, F. M. Davis. 

Pine Bluff— Miss Nora B. Hood, Miss Et inebrew, Elbert 
E. Cagle, W. N. Morris, J. H! Purser. 

Pleasant Hill—W. H. Thetford. H. F. Varnado. Ellis West. 

Unity — Robert Taylor, John Rollins, J. T. Neal. 

White Oak—A.C. Lewis, Walter Coleman. 

Ceter Chapel—O. R. Neal, J. W. Jones, J. T. Foster. 

Piedmont— J..H. Chapman. 

New Salem—H. R. Byrd. John Byrd. 


7. On motion the Association proceeded to permanent or- 
ganization. The Moderator appointed as Tellers of the election 
Brethren WH. Thetford and Robert Taylor, who reported the 
result of the election as follows: 


Moderator—J. H. Purser. 
Clerk—Jno. Thompson. 
Treasurer —H. F. Varnado. 


After a few very appropriate remarks by the Moderator elect. 
the Association. at his request. was led in prayer by Rev. A. V. 


Rowe for. especially. the guidance of the Holy Spirit through 
the session. 


8. On motion, the regular order of business was adopted 
as follows: 


1. allto order. 2. Organize. 3. Call for Petitionary 
Letters. 4. Call for correspondence. §. Appoint committees. 
6. Reports of committees. 7. Adjournment. 

9. On motion, the New Salem church of Jefferson County. 
who had not reported in the past two sessions to this body was 
reinstated to our fellowship and the Messengers seated by letter. 


Called for Correspondence. 


10. Messengers from corresponding bodies being called 
for, the following brethren responded and were cordially invited 
to seats with us. by the Moderator. Rev. A. V. Rowe, represent- 
ing the Convention Board of Mississippi. Rev. W. J. Derrick. rep- 
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resenting Mississippi College Building Enterprise, Rev. T. J. 
Bailey. representing the Baptist Record. 

Carey Association—Richard McLemore. 
tral Association—O. N. Herrington. 


Ue 


Messengers Returned. 


Messengers to corresponding bodies were returned as 


»iah Association—Jno. Thompson, J. H. Purser, Ww. C. 


Bufkin. 
Convention—S. R. Young, Jno. Thompson, J. .H. 


Purser, W. C. Bufkin. 
ntral Association—S. R. Young. 
2 On motion Rev.S. R. Young was elected our Messenger 
he Southern Baptist Convention. and Jno. Thompson Altern- 
h the earnest request of the body that each church’con- 
amount of $2.00 to help defray the expenses of said 


the 


Revision of Standing Committees. 


iome Missions—T. C. Foster. 
reign Missions—O. N. Herrington. 
Prohibition— Walter Coleman. 
Woman's work—Miss Blanche Decell. 
On motion it was resolved that this body meet at 9 a. m. 
ut 12 p. m. meet at 1:30 p. m. and adjourn at 4 p. m. 
The Moderator appointed as a Finance Committee of 
iy. the following brethren: 


1A 
? 


W.H. Thetford, W. C. Bufkin, M. S. Nevils. 


6. On motion, that 9:30 a. m. Friday be made the special 
ir for the consideration of the repurt on Publications, which 

rt is to be followed by the report on Christian Education. 
The Association adjourned until 9 a. m. Friday morn- 


Prayer by O. N. Herrington. 


SECOND DAY— Morning Session. 
September 21. 1906. 


r 8. The Association convened at the appointed hour, and 
oor illed t> ordarby the Moderator. After a service of song the 
ody was ied in prayer by Rev. W. J. Derrick. 
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19. The journal of Thursday's session was read. corrected 
and approved. 

20. The special! order of the hour was the consideration of 
thereport on Publications. The Association finding itself without 
any report on that subject. by motion, substituted the report of 
last year’s session. which was read and discussed by brethren 


A. V. Rowe. W. J. Derrick, T. J. Bailey. Jno. Fhompson. O.N. 
Herrington and adopted 


Publications. 


By means of the printing press. we have at our convenience 
a great amount of literature. some of which is very helpfu! in the 
development ‘of our characters and in drawing us nearer our 
Maker. But there is also a great amount that is very harmful to 


the character and to the soul, and it is our duty to see that the 
youths of our land have such literature placed before them. as 
would point them toa nobler and higher life. Your committee 
would suggest that the writings of none save standard authors 
be placed in our home literature for public reading. But espec- 
lally do we suggest that our libraries be filled with a goodly num- 


ber of religious books. such as “The Life of the Apostles.” The 
Work of Spurgeon’ and others. And that each member of our 
family be supplied with a Bible. As Baptists we further suggest 
the oapers of our denomination. ‘The Baptist Record.” The 
Foreign Mission Journal.” “The Home Field" and “The Orphan- 
age Gem should be had in every Baptist home. 
Respectfully. 
C. E. MATTHEWS 


Christian Education. 


Your committee understands by Christian Education the im- 
portance of putting under the guardianship and leadership of 
Christianity. literary training. We therefore recommend for our 
boys. Mississippi College. with its noble history behind it. its 
blessed influence all around us and its consecrated President 
and faculty to lead on to greater achievments. This is the only 
educational institution in the State which belongs to and is con- 
trolled by the Baptists of Mississippi : this puts a special! obiiga- 
tion on the denomination to make it a success in the broadest 
sense of the term 

Great Growth —-From $40,000.00 endowment five years ago 
it has reached $105,000. Then. not more than 258 students 


were enrolled in any one session. Last session over 350 were 
In attendance 


Its Need - The College needs and must have more extensivé 
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; This work is now on hand and is being pushed by the 
ient and his co-laborers. 
r duty —It is the duty of every Baptist in the Union As- 
nto give liberally to this building movement and to send 
ons to Mississippi College for training. 
r our girls There are no places equal to Blue Mountain 
nan Colleges, owned and controlled by Lowery and Berry. 
ve ample facilities there for the Christian education of our 
nd should never go elsewhere but stand by and support 
titutions. S. R. YOUNG, Committee. 


The hour for adjournment having arrived the Associa- 
iismissed with prayer by S. R. Young. 


SECOND DAY ~ Afternoon Session. 


The Mcderator called the body to order by singing. af- 

we were led in prayer by Jno. Thompson. 

The letter from Brushy Fork church being present, the 
s read and the Messenger seated. 


Committee on Nominations. ~ 


The Moderator appointed the following committee on 
tions: Wm. Trim, F. M. Davis. A. C. Lewis 
The report on Sustentation was read by C. E. Mat- 
was discussed by C. E. Matthews, A. V. Rowe. O. N. 
gton, and Jno. Thompson. Pending the adoption of the 
collection, of $13.21 was taken for Sustentation and 
rt was adopted. 


Sustentation. 


ir Committee begs leave to report that this object is not 
ng the attention that it ought to receive. While there is 
ntributed to this noble cause than there use to be. still 
t giving enough. Your committee then would suggest 
ch church on the 1st Sunday in January take up a collec- 
r this cause, as a New Year's gift and that the pastors in- 


ne members giving liberally. Respectfully. 
Cc. E. MATTHEWS. 


26. On motion the special order of business for 10:30 a. m. 
‘urday. to be the reports on Missions. 
The report on Woman's Work submitted by the com- 
Miss Blanche DeCell. was read by O. N. Herrington and 
cussed by O. N. Herrington. A. V. Rowe and adopted. 
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Woman's Work. 


This has been a most prosperous and glorious year in the 
Woman's Work of our State. 

The Ladies Aid Societies gave this last year to Home Mis- 
sions $1093.22 ;: to State Missions $567.10 and to Foreign Mis- 
sions $1794.64, besides several thousand dollars given for other 
purposes. 

In our Association we are sorry to note that there was only 
one Society reported this year. We recommend that each pastor 
in the Association assist the ladies in this work and help them to 
establish a live Ladies Aid Society in every church. 

Respectfully submitted, 
BLANCHE DsCELL. 


28. The report on Prohibition was read by Walter Coleman. 
discussed by S. R. Young. Jno. Thompson and adopted. 


Prohibition. 


How to prevent the manufacture and sale of intoxicating 
liquors is a question that has been before our Christian people 
for a number of years and still confronts them to-day. It istrue 
that only about one seventh of the counties of our State still 


have open bar rooms. stil] all of the others have more or less 


trouble with the secret sale of this terrible evil. 

There are more homes laid waste and more lives wrecked 
by this, than by any one thing else that we have to contend with. 
Hasten the day when the good people of the State of Mississippi 
shall rise up with one accord and in one mighty voice put down 
this dreadful evil ' Respectfully submitted, 

WALTER COLEMAN 


29. The Association adjourned to meet at 9 a. m. Sat- 
urday. Prayer by A. V. Rowe. 


THIRD DAY Morning Session. 


September 22nd. 1906 
50. The body convened at the call of the Moderator. at 9 
a.m. and after a service of song was led in prayer by Bro. T. ©. 
Foster. 
_ 81. The report on family worship was read by G. D. Parker. 
discussed by G. D. Parker, O.N. Herrington. A. V. Rowe. Jno. 
Thompson. S. R. Young and adopted. 


Family Worship. 


These words mean more simply the assemblage of the family 
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of God in these earthly tabernacles to worship, while it is true, 
we are taught through the channels of divine authority that all of 
e redeemed are one family in Christ Jesus. 
Those who have been saved by grace through faith in Him, 
sonstitute the family of God. And we learn also from 
y Writ that this family worship was instituted by the family 
+ Lord and Master during His mission upon earth, and has 
een maintained by that family all down the ages of time to the 
ent day; which was then and is now commanded by our 
srd and Master ; for we are taught to forsake not the assemb- 
f ourselves together, for no other purpose than to worship, 
always pray and faint not. But there is another family 
according to the ties of nature, that is closer to us perhaps than 
this one : and that is those of our own household, the dear com- 
panion, the nearest and dearest to we husbands and fathers of 
all of God's creation; and then those little ones that God has 
entrusted to our care. Now brethren there must be a standard 
erected for them in life; and shall that standard be for God and 
glory or shall it be for misery and woe? If for the right then 
your committee knows no better way of doing this than to erect 
the family altar in our homes. In this way we may be able to 
influence our children for heaven and immortal glory ; for.it is 
perfectly natural as well as reasonable that our children will im- 
itate our lives in most cases, and if our own lives are spent in 
the right direction then it is very probable that their lives will be 
spent in the right way also. But if our lives are spentin a 
reckless and sinful way and our influence as parents is downward 
and hellward, then we may look for nothing else than for our 
loved ones to to spend their lives in vice and crime. But oh! 
God forbid that any parent under the canopy of heaven may lead 
such a life, especially a Christian; that their precious jewels 
God has given them will lose their souls, because of the example 
set before them. And now your committee earnestly recom- 
mend that the altar of praise and thanksgiving be erected to 
God in every Christian home throughout the Union Association. 
Respectfully, 
G. D. PARKER. 
32: On motion the report of the Finance Committee was 
adopted as read, with amounts annexed as forwarded by the 
churches to the various objects fostered by this Association. 
State Missions $36.25 
Home Missions 
Foreign Missions 
Orphanage 
Clerk and Minutes 


UNION a eas 


53. The hour for the special order of business having 
arrived the reports on State. Home and Foreign Missions were 
read by the committeesas follows: State Missions. J. H. Pur- 
ser: Home Missions, T. C. Foster : Foreign Missions, O. N. Her- 
rington. The reports were discussed by A. V. Rowe, O. N. 
Herrington and adopted 


State Missions. 


Realizing the divine obligation in the commission given by 
our Lord to preach the gospel to every creature, those whom 
God has called to this work are faithful in that committed to 
their trust. of bringing the world to Christ through the gospel; 
for this and no other is the way. And every true child of God is 
seeking to walk in it, and thus be loyal to their Master's com- 
mand in extending His kingdom in the earth Our Lord said, 
“But ye shal! receive power. empowered by the spirit: “Ye shall 
be witnesses unto me.” They were to bear testimony and the 
believer is to testify for Christ to both Jews and Gentiles even to 
the ends of the earth. But in following the teachings of our 
Saviour (in this report) we are to advocate State Missions. ‘be- 
ginning at Jerusalem” the nearest and dearest State Missions 
the hearest and possibly the dearest of Missions to the Baptists 
of Mississippi. Acts 10:24 “and Cornelius waited for them and 
had called together. first, his kinsmen. second his near friends.” 
One of the first duties to our Lord is to give the gospel to the 
people of our own state, for they are our kinsmen and friends. 
But he who has no special interest in the salvation of his loved 
ones will care nothing for the stranger. Our mission as Christ- 
lans is to carry the gospel to the lost, even to the many who are 
without Christ in our own state. accepting the promise of our 
Lord, “Lo I am with you alway.” 

Thirty-three years ago our State Convention took up the 
work of State Missions, and your committee would call attention 


to the results of its labors. Churches helped in whole or in 
part 494. 


Number of baptisms by State Missionaries 12,490. 


The development in these thi 
population demands th 
wh te unto harvest. 


rty-three years with a growing 
at we lift up our eyes and look on the fie!ds. 
Many of these fields have been ent>red. 
and God has wonderfully blessed our laborers even during the 
past year. We would call your attention to some facts regard- 
ing the works of our State Missionaries. 

Days of service, 8.788 ; Number of miles traveled, 14.166; 
Number of stations, 172 - Number of sermons preached. 4.083 : 
Number baptized, 535 : Number received by letter, 771. 

Respectfully submitted, 
J.H. PURSER 
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Home Missions. 


work of the Home Mission Board commends itself to 
ver of Jesus Christ, because of its seeming Biblical pur- 
that of the evangelization of all people in every commu- 
ty. town and city of its operations. During the past conven- 
tional year Southern Baptists rallied as never before to the need 
ybject fostered by the Southern Baptist Convention and 
which Mississippi Baptists also heartily co-operate with a 
rpose. that if our brethren at a distance are not able to go up 
nd possess the land, then we will go up with them and help 
em by our good wishes, prayers and contributions- 
To the cause of Home Missions the State has given this 
' $11,672.59 and the value of the boxes contributed by the 
es of the State is placed at $2.000, while Union Association 
marked its limits for this year by contributing to this noble 
se. $79.13. 
Upon the total basis of $275,000 which the Suthern Bap- 
t Convention instructed the Home Mission Board to project 
<t work, Mississippi was apportioned $20,000 which ap- 
nment we earnestly hope she will not fall short of and in 
f these facts, your committee would recommend that the 
Association aid in this movement by greatly increasing 
tributions to the divisions of the work. 


Respectfully, 
TRUETT C. FOSTER. 


Fereign Missions. 


The year just closed has been a very prosperous year on the 
Foreign Field : 2.445 baptisms reported which is 214 more than 
last year. The contributions this year amounted to $315.248.- 
OO quite an advance over last year. We have 189 missionaries 
on the field now: 17 of these are from Mississippi. We also 
have seminaries, training schools, hospitals, etc., in foreign lands. 
Altogether the work is doing well. We believe this increase is 
argely due to the fact that our people are becoming more and 
ate 2 ightened as to their duty, with reference to this work. 
‘qiS, being true we would recommend that we redouble our 
eee ee place this matter before al! the people ; also that we 

p the young people in this work, first by preaching Mis- 


Y 
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er 
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from the pulpit, second by placing the proper kind of liter- 
n their hands. Respectfully 
O. N. HARINGTON. 
64. The body adiourned until 1:30 p. m. Benediction by 
0. N Harington. 


THIRD DAY—Afternoon Session. 
The Association reassembled, was called to order by 
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the Moderator and after singing was led in prayer by Jno. 
Thompson. 

36. The report on Sunday schools .was read by Jno. 
Thompson, discussed by Jno. Thompson, S. R. Young, A. V. 
Rowe and adopted. 


Sunday Schools. 


The average reports and speaches of the past on Sunday 
Schools, seems to have been more of a definition of what the 
Sunday school is, rather than what the Sunday school ought to 
be. In the past the Union Association in session has been very 
much confused with what a number of her leading members be- 
lieve to be very erroneous definitions of the Sunday school in 
comparison with the true definition of the churches that compose 
this Association. Your committee does not believe that these 
erroneous definitions are wilful or in any sense have in them a pur- 
pose to antagonize either the churches individually or the Asso- 
ciation, but that these erroneous definitions are the result of a 
misunderstanding of the origin, perfectness and perpetuity of the 
churches, coupled with an admirable enthusiasm for a human in- 
stitution—the Sunday school, that of itself rightly used wil! help 
to meet, not the needs of the churches. but the glaring amount of 
indifference of parents to their children. whose duty it is to teach 
them in their homes, the Word of God and the importance of their 
salvation, though a million Sunday schools should surround their 
doors. Some examples of this position are given to us in Ex. 
15:14-16. Deut.6:4-9. Eph.6:4. 2 Tim.3:15. If this is not 
parental responsibility aside from every human organization in 
the whole world, then let some one show what these Scriptures 
mean. 

As a sample of some of the reports and speeches that have 
confused us in the past. I give the following paragraphs : 


“It is just as much the duty of the church to maintain the 
Sunday school as it is the preaching of the Gospel, because the 
Sunday school is the church teaching the Bible to children.” 


“The Sunday school is the church teaching the Word of God.” 
A church without a Sunday school will die and ought to die. 


“If I did not believe that the Sunday school, in its origin was 
equally Divine with the church, | would get out of the work.” 


Also in our papers we have read the following that is surpris- 
ing to behold in the light of the Scriptures: 


“The Sunday school can not be seperated from the church. 
as some would insist, but is an institution of the church.” 
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A Sunday school Without bleckboards, maps and seporate 
class rooms or curtains, is a dead school.” 

These and similar extravagant statements have been made 
before this body and pushed with might and power that the same 
might be adopted to the magnifying of the Sunday school as the 
equal of the churches of Jesus Christ. This your Committee 
deprecates from this consideration that. if a Sunday schoo! is 
shurch. then the two hath no parts, but in themselves are the 
whole. It would mean therefore, that the Sunday school is the 

hurch and the church is the Sunday schoo) and to be a member 

f either is to be a member of both. Let every Bible reader and 

very enthusiastic Sunday school worker know that the Bible 
tains no such teaching that in any sense, “The Sunday schoo! 
the church teaching the Word of God.” 

The Sunday school is a human institution, an admissable 

nization, a channel through which many of the choice ones of 

d's people are willing to work and love to work in the interest 
of others as well as their own. This your committee very hear- 
tily commends and insists upon, especially so, in the bounds of 
the. Association, where there is great opportunity for a live Sun- 
day school in every church. And, more especially. is there en- 
urged opportunity for advancement in Sunday schoo! methods. 
that if put into operation, would bring to these schools greater 

lragement and success. 
Your Committee recommends the right consideration and 
»f the Sunday school and that we use every effort in the 
terest of every one who ought to know more perfectly the 
rd of God Respectfully submitted 
JNO. THOMPSON. 


37. On motion, Rev. S. R- Young was authorized to confer 
h Bro. J. E. Byrd. our Sunday school evangelist. concerning 
roposition to hold Sunday School Institutes. in our Associa- 
it his earliest convenience. 
38 AA bill of $4.99 was pre:ented to the Associ:tion. the 
being an amount advanced by the Clerk. on printing of 
ites and postage last year. A contribution by the Associa- 
paid the amount. 
39. On motion Bro. C. H. Phillips was respectfully recog- 
i as a visitor from Port Gibson church. that did not report at 
ession. 
40. Resolved that the Clerk have the number of Minutes 
nted that the churches require, that the Clerk be allowed for 
ervices $20.00 and that he draw on the Treasurer for the 
) amount. 
41. Resolved that the Association tender her most hearty 
hanks to Unity church and community for their cordial reception 
are of us while in their midst. 
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42. On motion the Association adjourned to meet with 
Pleasant Hill church, Thursday before the 4th Lord's day 
in September, 1907 at 9:30 a. m. 

The Association joined in singing “How firm a foundation. 

” ye saints of the Lord.” while the Messengers and visitors exten- 
ded to each other the parting hand, in Christian love and fellow- 
ship, after which the body was dismissed with prayer by Rev. S. 


R. Young. 
J. H. PURSER, Moderator 
JNO. THOMPSON. Clerk 





OUR DEAD. 


BETHESDA~— J. A. Garrett. 


BEACH GROVE—Elizebeth Barland. 


NEW PROVIDENCE—Henry Bailey, Olevia Simmons. 
John Dixon. 


PINE BLUFF—Mrs. E. J. Carriway. Mrs. Annie Kirkly. 
PIEDMONT—Mrs. B. E. Posey. 
WHITE OAK—Mrs. Ellen McPhail, W. Bridges. 
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MINISTERIAL REGISTER. 


ORDAINED MINISTERS 


_ J. H. Purser. 5 eetRadr say ska lerws Perks. Miss. 
. Jno. Thompson... . wees ee eeee Alen. Miss. 
. E. L. Wilson. Dillard. Miss. 
BOR; VOC gi ie. oes dana ee Martin. Miss. 


CENTIATES 


C. E. Matthews. ew .eeee++ese+Barlow. Miss. 


W. H. Thompson. Home Chitto. Miss. 
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